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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This response is in replay to amendment filed on March 18, 2007. Claims 2-4, 6- 
8 are pending, of which claims 1, 5, 20-22 are cancelled, and claims 9-19 are remain 
withdrawn. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, filed on the above indicated date, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-8, under USC 103(a) have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of below submitted Office 
action. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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((e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

4. Claims 2-4, 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Nihei (USP 7,098,942). 

With respect to claim 2, Nihei teaches an image acquisition apparatus (as shown 
in fig 1-3) connected to at least one USB equipped computer, (flat bed scanner 6, 
connected to computer 30 of fig 3, through USB terminal 3 of fig 1, col. 3, lines 45-55) 
comprising: transmittal means ((interface 31 of fig 3) for inputting image data into a 
control circuit (30 of fig 3, which control the over whole operation of image capture 
system) within said apparatus (col. 4, lines 15-21); transmittal means (interface 31 of fig 
3) for sending said image data from said control circuit (30 of fig 3) through the USB 
system of said compute (col. 4, 15-22)r; interface means (30 of fig 3) for said control 
circuit (30 of fig 3) to receive instructions from, and send data to, control software on 
said computer (30 of fig 1); at least one of a Compact Memory card reader, (card reader 
35 of fig 3, col.4, lines 33-35) a Smart Media card reader, a PC or PCMCIA card, 
reader, a Memory Stick reader, a Multi Media card reader, a Secure Digital card reader, 
and an IBM Micro-drive reader (col. 5, Iines13-17); 

With respect to claim 3, Nihei teaches an apparatus (as shown in fig 1-3), further 
comprising simple control means (a configuration of circuit of fig 3, which in includes a 
software to control the system through computer 30 fig 3, for controlling the over whole 
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operation of the system of fig 2) for directing complex operations of said control circuit 
and said control software directly from the outside of said apparatus, (flatbed scanner 6 
of fig 2, connected to the computer via USB 3, to be controlled by computer terminal 30 
of fig 3) said means (30 of fig 1)comprising: at least one button (touch panel display 
unit 33 of fig 3) on said apparatus (image capture system of fig 1 and 2) wherein said 
button has a function determined by said control software (touch panel 33 of fig 3, a part 
of computer 30 of fig 3); an interface (l/F interface 31 of fig 3) for said button (touch 
sensitive panel 33 of fig 3) to direct said control circuit and said control software (col. 4, 
lines 19-22, and also col. 48-53). 

With respect to claim 4, Nihei teaches an apparatus (as shown in fig 1-3), 
wherein said image input means (image capture system of fig 1 , which is a flat bed 
scan 6, as shown in fig 1 and 2) further comprising a scanner, (6 of fig 1) said scanner 
comprising: a transparent platform for placing items to be scanned, (platen glass of the 
scanner 6 of fig 1 or 2) said items comprising photographs, documents, or drawings, (by 
image capture unit 6, document or picture can be scanned) and said platform having 
rectangular dimensions (platen glass of flatbed scan system 6 of fig 1 , having a 
standard dimension); optical scanning hardware for scanning images of said items, 
wherein said hardware includes a scanning module (flatbed scan 6 of fig 2) slid ably 
installed inside said housing, (flat bed 6 of fig 2, can be installed in the housing shown in 
fig 1 and 2) said scanning module (6 of fig 2) being approximately as wide as one of the 
dimensions of said transparent platform, (image capture unit 6 of fig 2, having a glass 
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platen for placing document to be scanned) said scanning module (image capture 
system of fig 1 and 2) comprising: a mechanism and assembly for moving said module 
along one of the axes of said transparent platform (a flat bed scan system of fig 1 or 2, 
having a mechanism for moving the driving system of the capturing device, in a 
reciprocating fashion for reading every area of the document to be scanned, so it is 
inherent); a bottom light source for emitting light towards said items, (flatbed scan 6 of 
figl or 2, assembled with a light source that is incident to image sensor, which is 
positioned under the platen glass emitting toward the document, and reflecting back to 
the sensor, due to the incident light to image senor, image senor convert the image to 
digital data, so that it is inherent to image capturing system to have a light source 
assembly) the an image converter for converting said image of the item into a digital 
image, (image sensor of flatbed capture unit 6 of fig 1 or 2) a closeable top ( for glass 
platen of image capture unit 6 of fig 1 or 2) with dimensions slightly larger than the 
dimensions of said transparent platform, hingedly attached to said housing so that said 
top covers said transparent platform when closed (a cover of flatbed scan of fig 6, which 
is in a closed position to cover the transparent glass platen of fig image capture device 
of fig 1 and 2). 

With respect to claim 6, Nihei teaches an image processing method (as shown in 
fig 1-3), an image processing method (fig 1) in an image acquisition apparatus (6 of fig 
2) connected to at least one USB equipped computer, (computer 30 of fig 2, connected 
to image capture unit 6 of fig 2, via USB 3 of fig 2, col4, lines 47-50) comprising: an 
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image input (image capture unit 6 of fig 1) step for inputting image data into a control 
circuit (computer 30 of fig 3) within said apparatus (fig 1 or 2); a transmittal step for 
sending said image data from said control circuit through the USB system of said 
computer (image data inputted by image capture unit 6, to computer 30 of fig 3, via USB 
3 of fig 1, col. 3, lines 50-55); an interface (display screen on display unit 1 of fig 2) step 
for said control circuit (CPU of computer 30 of fig 3) to receive instructions from, and 
send data to, control software on said computer (30 of fig 3); detecting the insertion of 
the appropriate media into at least one of a Compact Flash Memory card reader, 
(computer 30 of fig 3, controls the over whole system including detecting the insertion of 
card reader, col. 3, lines 40-45) a Smart Media card reader, a PC or PCMCIA Card 
reader, a Memory Stick reader, a Multi Media card reader, a Secure Digital card reader, 
and a IBM Micro drive reader (an image capturing system shown in fig 1-3, having at 
least on card reader 35 of fig 3, col. 4, line 35-40). 

With respect to claim 7, Nihei teaches a method (as shown in fig 1-3), further 
comprising simple control means (a configuration of circuit of fig 3, which in includes a 
software to control the system through computer 30 fig 3, for controlling the over whole 
operation of the system of fig 2) for directing complex operations of said control circuit 
and said control software directly from the outside of said apparatus, (flatbed scanner 6 
of fig 2, connected to the computer via USB 3, to be controlled by computer terminal 30 
of fig 3) said means (30 of fig 1)comprising: at least one button (touch panel display 
unit 33 of fig 3) on said apparatus (image capture system of fig 1 and 2) wherein said 
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button has a function determined by said control software (touch panel 33 of fig 3, a part 
of computer 30 of fig 3); an interface (l/F interface 31 of fig 3) for said button (touch 
sensitive panel 33 of fig 3) to direct said control circuit and said control software (col.4, 
lines 19-22, and also col.48-53). 

With respect to claim 8, Nihei teaches an apparatus (as shown in fig 1-3), 
wherein said image input means (image capture system of fig 1 , which is a flat bed 
scan 6, as shown in fig 1 and 2) further comprising a scanner, (6 of fig 1) said scanner 
comprising: a transparent platform for placing items to be scanned, (platen glass of the 
scanner 6 of fig 1 or 2) said items comprising photographs, documents, or drawings, (by 
image capture unit 6, document or picture can be scanned) and said platform having 
rectangular dimensions (platen glass of flatbed scan system 6 of fig 1, having a 
standard dimension); optical scanning hardware for scanning images of said items, 
wherein said hardware includes a scanning module (flatbed scan 6 of fig 2) slid ably 
installed inside said housing, (flat bed 6 of fig 2, can be installed in the housing shown in 
fig 1 and 2) said scanning module (6 of fig 2) being approximately as wide as one of the 
dimensions of said transparent platform, (image capture unit 6 of fig 2, having a glass 
platen for placing document to be scanned) said scanning module (image capture 
system of fig 1 and 2) comprising: a mechanism and assembly for moving said module 
along one of the axes of said transparent platform (a flat bed scan system of fig 1 or 2, 
having a mechanism for moving the driving system of the capturing device, in a 
reciprocating fashion for reading every area of the document to be scanned, so it is 
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inherent); a bottom light source for emitting light towards said items, (flatbed scan 6 of 
figl or 2, assembled with a light source that is incident to image sensor, which is 
positioned under the platen glass emitting toward the document, and reflecting back to 
the sensor, due to the incident light to image senor, image senor convert the image to 
digital data, so that it is inherent to image capturing system to have a light source 
assembly) the an image converter for converting said image of the item into a digital 
image, (image sensor of flatbed capture unit 6 of fig 1 or 2) a closeable top ( for glass 
platen of image capture unit 6 of fig 1 or 2) with dimensions slightly larger than the 
dimensions of said transparent platform, hingedly attached to said housing so that said 
top covers said transparent platform when closed (a cover of flatbed scan of fig 6, which 
is in a closed position to cover the transparent glass platen of fig image capture device 
of fig 1 and 2). 

Response to the Argument 

5. Applicant's arguments/amendments filed on March 18, 2007, has been reviewed 
and respect fully considered. Applicant's remarks has been found persuasive, and the 
last office action has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration a new 
ground of rejection has been submitted. Therefore, this Office action is final. 
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Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Negussie Worku whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7472. The examiner can normally be reached on 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Aung Moe can be reached on 571-272-7314. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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